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Bruno Castellini was born on February 20th, 1959. 

He holds a degree in Law from the University of Genoa (Italy) and an LLM degree in Corporate and 
Commercial Law from the University of London (Queen Mary College, London School of Economics 
and University College). 

At the outset of his professional career Bruno Castellini works as an M&A associate at Studio Legale 
Ughi & Nunziante in Milan (1989-1990). In 1990 he has the opportunity to join CONSOB, the Italian 
Securities Commission, in Rome, where he works on international aspects of markets and issuers 
supervision and, in particular, on EU harmonization of intermediaries regulation. In 1991 he moves to 
London to work as an international associate in the global capital markets of Linklaters. 

He is back in Italy in 1993 at Studio Legale Chiomenti where he becomes partner in 1995, as the head 
of the firm’s Capital Markets department. In this period he is involved in the main international offerings 
and public flotations in the Italian market, including the privatization of the then Credito Italiano, IMI 
and Telecom Italia. 

In 2001 he is part of the spin-off of a group of partners that joins Freshfields, where he is initially the 
head of the equity capital markets group in Italy and later, from 2006, the Managing Partner of the 
Italian offices. At Freshfields he is involved in a number of significant Italian transactions with an 
international profile, including the refinancing and restructuring of Alitalia and the mergers between 
Unicredit and HVB and between Banca Intesa and Istituto Bancario SanPaolo. 

In 2008 he becomes a partner at Jones Day, as the head of the M&A practice in Italy. In this role he is 
involved in transactional cross-border work in a variety if industry sectors, including financial services, 
healthcare and medtech, energy, real estate and infrastructure. He has acted on several investments and 
divestments by private equity and venture capital funds. 

In addition to the above he is regularly acting as counsel to the board and/or the independent directors, 
as an expert in international arbitrations, or as an advisor to international organizations (such as OCSE 
and the World Bank) with respect to company, finance and market regulation. He is an expert in 
corporate governance and ESG regulation and selectively speaks at conferences and events. He has 
recently taken a position as Of-Counsel of the Firm. 

Since 2011 he teaches on a part time basis the course of Markets and Companies Law (Advanced) in 
the International Management, Entrepreneurship and Finance graduate program (English language) 
(IMEF) at the Università Statale in Bergamo. His academic activities have included research in the 
field of innovative products, such as crypto-assets, smart contracts, pay-by-result instruments. 

Bruno Castellini is co-founder and board member of Human Foundation (www.humanfoundation.org), 
a private foundation active in the social impact and impact finance field, also as a member of the Social 
Impact Agenda (SIA) and participant to the GSG, the Global Steering Group for Impact Investment. 
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